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ment is evident. Habit-training is essentially a way of
incorporating the culture into the child, and may have pn>
found significance for personality.
OWNERSHIP
Learning the accumulated customs regarding private prop-
erty involves many fine distinctions which should be acquired
gradually. During the second year a child may be taught
to leave certain objects alone, such as mother's drawer,
father's books, the cat's tail, the flowers in the garden that
should not be pickeU, and the vaise on the table. By the end
of the second year he should understand the difference be-
tween yours and mine in many specific instances. A sense
of property rights develops rapidly in the next few years
if the child plays with, entertains, and visits other children.
Disputes as to ownership are sure to occur. Jack takes
Polly's ball and will not give it to her. What should be
done? Take the ball away by force? This is the quickest
method of restoring the ball to Polly, but it arouses anger
in Jack and does not educate him constructively in the idea
of property rights. Jack's attention may be called to one of
his own toys saying, "This is yours, Jack. The ball is Polly's.
Her mother gave it to her. She wants to play with it." If
he refuses to give it up, he may be left alone with the
comment, "People do not like to be with children who
take other children's balls." This treatment will attach
social disapproval to his act, especially if Polly and the other
children go off to play a very interesting game together.
Children can teach each other the meaning of ownership
better than adults can. A child who has opportunity to
play with other children of his age will soon learn to dis-
tinguish between "mine" and "thine." An occasional sug-
gestion from an adult will help to make the distinction a
little more clear, definite, and generalized.
Making or working for his possessions heightens the child's
sense of ownership of them. Knowing that a certain object
was made or earned by another child increases his respect for
the right of the other child to possess it.